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The papers in this issue were originally presented at CP “95, the First rnternational 
Conference on Principles and Practice of Constraint Programming. The Conference, 
chaired by Alain Colmerauer (LIM, Marseille), was held at Cassis near Marseille, 
France, on 19-22 September 1995. The proceedings appeared as Vol. 976 of Springer 
LCNS. The Conference addressed the interdisciplinary area of constraint program- 
ming and constraint-based systems. This new area has recently developed an appreci- 
able identity, which is promising in terms both of simple and general foundations and 
of significant practical applications. The aim of CP conferences is to provide an 
international forum to compare the results and discuss the new lines of development. 
One of the founders of the area of constraint databases, Paris C. Kanellakis, died 
tragically in an airplane crash on 20 December 1995, together with his wife and their 
young children. Besides his many contributions, both technical and professional, to 
the constraint research community, we want to remember his essential support to the 
conception and planning of the CP ‘95 conference. An obituary including a brief 
survey of his recent research contributions has appeared in ACM Computing Surveys, 
28(l), March 1996. 
The papers in this issue were invited on the basis of their quality and their relevance 
to the readers of TCS. The papers have been subjected to the normal refereeing process 
and have been substantially revised and expanded. The Program Committee members 
of CP ‘95 served in most cases also as referees for the papers. They are: Hassan Ait-Kaci 
(Simon Fraser University), Marianne Baudinet (Free University of Brussels), Peter van 
Beek (University of Alberta), Frederic Benhamou (University of Orleans), Rina 
Dechter (UC Irvine), Mehmet Dincbas (COSYTEC, Orsay), Pascal van Hentenryck 
(Brown University), Manuel Hermenegildo (Polytechnic of Madrid), Alexander 
Herold (ECRC, Munich; now Siemens, Erlangen), Hoon Hong (RISC, Linz), John 
Hooker (Carnegie Mellon University, Pittsburgh), Claude Kirchner (INRIA Nancy), 
Alan Mackworth (University of British Columbia, Vancouver), Michael Maher (IBM 
Watson, Yorktown Heights; now Griffith University, Nathan, Australia), Ken 
McAloon (Brooklyn College), Fumio Mizoguchi (University of Tokyo), Ugo Mon- 
tanari, chair (University of Pisa), Luis Monteiro (New University of Lisbon), Catuscia 
Palamidessi (University of Genoa), Gert Smolka (DFKI, Saarbriicken). 
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